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be demonstrated before the second or third week ; the results
depend on the anatomical distribution of the disease, since when
this is confined to the anterior urethra in the male or urethra in
the female negative results are obtained ; the type of infection,
i.e., whether open with free drainage or closed without drainage,
influence the result ; the former cases tend to be negative ; cases
treated'in the early stages seldom give a positive reading. A
negative result does not therefore indicate freedom from infection.
A persistent negative result after treatment of a previously
positive case denotes a cure. Complement-fixation tests have
tended to give valuable results in chronic infections in females,
which may be extremely difficult to detect by other methods of
examination.

Murray (1933) employed the three methods in the examina-
tion of 500 consecutive cases of gonorrhoea in females and com-
pared their diagnostic value. The results are given in Table IX,

TABLE IX
Diagnosis of Gonorrhoea in the Female.   (After Murray)

Method
	Positive
	Negative

Cultures   ..... Complement fixation Smears (urethra and cervix)
	Number per cent.
 334 (66-8) 293 (58-6) 227 (4:5-4)
	Number per cent.
 166 (33-2) 207 (41-4) -   273 (54-6)

It is seen that cultural methods gave the best results while the
examination of smears gave disappointing results and was
definitely inferior to the other two methods.
Prophylaxis, Specific prophylactic measures are of no value in
preventing gonococcal infection. This is not unexpected, as
little immunity appears to result from an actual attack of gonor-
rhoea, second infection being common. In some so-called second
attacks, however, this may be merely a " flare-up " of the primary
infection, which, instead of clearing up, has become quiescent.
Avoidance of infection and the local use of bactericidal agents
are the. most valuable methods of prevention. As previously
stated, the method introduced by Crede has been very successful
in the prevention of ophthalmia neonatorum ; penicillin is now
usually used for this purpose.